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Farmingville, NY – O n A pril  3 , Supervisor Ed Romaine delivered his
s ixth  State  of the  Town  address  in  the  auditorium  at  Brookhaven
Town Hall. The Supervisor delivered an optimis tic  look  at the great
s trides  that have been made this  pas t year, his  new initiatives  and
the challenges  that face the Town in the years  ahead. Dec laring that
the  “s tate  of the  Town is  good  and  getting  better,” the  Supervisor
opened his  address  by acknowledging the efforts  of the Town Board
and  the  C ommiss ioners ,  Department  heads  and  employees  who
serve  the  res idents  of  the  Town  of  Brookhaven.  P ic tured  is
Supervisor  Romaine  during  his  State  of  the  Town  address  with  a
Great  Brookhaven C leanup T -Shirt  to  promote  the  annual  event  on
May 21.

H ighlights  of Supervisor Romaine’s  State of the Town A ddress  inc lude:

Finances
The Supervisor noted that Brookhaven is  financ ially  s trong, continues  to improve each year and has  maintained its
A A A  bond  rating  from Standard  and  P oor’s , the  highes t  that  can  be  attained. The  Town has  also  experienced  a
surplus  for the fourth consecutive year. O her highlights  of the Town’s  s trong fis cal pos ition inc lude:

• The funding of certain capital projec ts  inc luding emergency improvements  to the Davis  P ark Marina with $7  million
in cash rather than incurring debt.
• Es tablishment of a debt reserve fund which will help to offset future debt service cos ts  and ass is t in financ ing cos tly
infras truc ture improvements .
• Es tablishment of reserve funds  for the landfill c losure, snow and tax s tabilization.
• A  s truc turally balanced budget.
• C ompliance with the Town tax cap, spending cap, and debt cap.
• By s taying within the State and Local tax cap, Town res idents  qualify for a NY  State rebate check

Shared Services
A s  a  s trong  proponent  of  sharing  resources  and  services  to  reduce  the  s ize,  scope  and  cos t  of  government,
Supervisor Romaine said that he will continue to work with our school dis tric ts , local taxing dis tric ts , the C ounty and
State on various  shared services  opportunities . He also noted that as  part of this  commitment, the Town put forth a
comprehens ive plan under the State’s  Munic ipal C onsolidation and E ffic iency C ompetition of various  shared services
that would reduce government spending and save taxpayers ’ money. That plan has  put Brookhaven in the running as
one  of only  s ix  munic ipalities  in New York  State, and the  only  downstate  Town, eligible  to  receive  $20  million for
implementation. The Town is  s till awaiting word from the Governor’s  office on the awarding of this  grant.

The  Supervisor also  s tressed that  Shared Services  is  not  the  only  way  that  the  Town can cut  cos ts . O ther cos t-
cutting initiatives  inc lude:

• The Town’s  recyc ling center provides  the region with a s tate of the art process ing center, which has  enabled three
other towns , five villages , and seven school dis tric ts  to enter into munic ipal agreements  with Brookhaven.
• Through energy  audits  and energy  upgrades , we  have  been able  to  reduce  energy  usage  in the  Town with more
upgrades  to follow. These upgrades  will result in annual savings  of over a million dollars .
• A  major effort currently underway is  the convers ion of more than 40,000  s treetlights  to LED fixtures , which should
be completed over the next few years .
•  A s  an  outgrowth  of the  Town’s  Munic ipal  C onsolidation  and  E ffic iency  C ompetition  submittal, the  Town  Board
dissolved eleven spec ial dis tric ts .

Economic Development
Noting that in addition to reduc ing the s ize of government, a major focus  is  to c reate good paying jobs  in Brookhaven.
H ighlights  of the Town’s  economic  growth inc lude:



• P hase 1  of the Ronkonkoma Hub P rojec t is  currently  under cons truc tion with an es timated 450  res idential  units .
P hase 2  plans  are being finalized.
• Yaphank Meadows  located on William Floyd P arkway has  completed P hase 1  inc luding fully  rented apartments , a
hotel, and an ass is ted living fac ility with P hase 2  to begin shortly.
•  The  Indus trial  Development  A gency  (IDA ) c losed  on  20  projec ts  that  will  result  in  $435,000,000  of private
inves tment and the c reation of 4 ,050 permanent or cons truc tion jobs .
• The IDA  has  13  approved projec ts  that have or are  about to c lose  in 2018, with the  potential  for another $440
million of private inves tment into our Town, c reating or retaining another 1 ,000 jobs .
• The  Town remains  in the  running for A mazon’s  second headquarters , which would produce  an es timated 50,000
jobs .

In addition, Brookhaven’s  Indus trial  Development A gency (IDA ) was  named the “IDA  of the Year for 2017” by the
Long Is land Bus iness  News.

The Environment
A s  Long  Is land’s  leader in  protec ting  the  environment, Supervisor  Romaine  said  the  Town will  develop  a  “green”
future at the Waste Management C omplex once the Landfill c loses . Des igns  have begun on the concept of an Energy
Park cons is ting of fuel cell energy, landfill gas  energy, biogas  energy, and solar energy. A t the heart of this  proposed
projec t  is  community  solar, with up to  40  ac res  of flat, “solar ready” land available  for development by  the  end of
2018. These 40  ac res  could produce up to 10  megawatts  of solar power, powering up to 1 ,200  houses  without the
c learing  of  a  s ingle  tree.  A n  additional  30  ac res  would  be  available  for  solar  by  2025 .  When  complete,  the
Brookhaven  Energy  P ark  could  generate  an  es timated  40  megawatts  of  elec tric ity  through  various  green
technologies .

Likewise, the Town will  protec t its  trees  and fores ted areas . Defores tation is  the leading cause of inc reased carbon
dioxide in our planet’s  atmosphere. O ur coas tlines  are paying a high price. We will not trade Green for Green.

The Supervisor s tated that the Town passed legis lation in 2016  making it unlawful to cut down trees  for solar farms
in favor of solar panels  on the roofs  of office and indus trial buildings , parking lots  and vacant land. He also thanked
Senator  Ken  LaV alle,  A ssemblyman  Steve  Englebright  and  A ssemblyman  A nthony  P alumbo,  who  succeeded  in
having 800 ac res  in Shoreham (the National Grid property) and some 250 ac res  in Mas tic  added to the P ine Barrens .

In addition to our green polic ies  on land, the Town has:
• P romoted a  Town-wide  shellfish program which seeds  north shore  harbors  and south shore  bays  with two million
oys ters , one million hard c lams, and 70,000 seed scallops  each year.
•  P artnered  with  the  Friends  of  Bellport  Bay,  volunteers  from  the  Moriches  Bay  P rojec t,  and  several  other
environmental  groups  to  res tore  the  Town’s  shellfish  population  and  the  c leaning  of  bays  as  anc illaries  to  the
previous ly mentioned program.
• P lanned to sponsor events  to supply more eelgrass  plants  for res toration in the Bellport Bay area.

Climate Change and Sea Rise
Brookhaven Town has  the larges t coas tline of any own in New York State and global c limate change and sea level rise
poses  a s ignificant challenge in the decades  ahead. To better protec t low lying areas  and reduce future impac ts  to
the health and safety of Town res idents  and their property, the Supervisor has  embraced a concept of letting nature
rec laim wetlands  through a  “s trategic  retreat” regarding res idential  and commerc ial  development in areas  that  are
susceptible to flooding. To meet the challenge, the Town has  partnered with the Nature C onservancy and New York
Ris ing  to  remove  homes  rendered  uninhabitable  by  Supers torm Sandy. The  vacant  land  will  then  be  res tored  to
marshland, preserving these vital wetlands  as  a c ritical part of the Town’s  plan to address  sea rise.

Land Use
Stating  that  land  use  and  zoning  are  among  the  most  important  powers  a  Town  government  can  exerc ise,  the
Supervisor said that the  Town is  working to redes ign many communities  to avoid unneeded s trip shopping centers
and  retail  development, s tress ing  that  res idents  need  to  be  afforded  a  voice  in  the  future  of their  communities .
H ighlights  inc lude:

• Finalizing plans  and looking to implement a P ort Jefferson Station plan adjacent to the train s tation.



• Updating the Medford Land Use P lan.
• C ompleting a Land Use P lan for the headwaters  of the Forge River.

Quality of  Life and Housing Code Enforcement
Supervisor  Romaine  reinforced  his  commitment  to  improve  the  quality  of  life  in  every  community  by  s tric t
enforcement of the Town’s  building, fire and hous ing codes  and ridding neighborhoods  of dangerous  “zombie houses .”
He  also  repeated his  call  to  res idents , “if you see  something, say  something” if there  is  a  “zombie  house” in their
neighborhood.

In 2017, the Town:
• Demolished more than 150 abandoned, unsafe s truc tures
• Boarded up over 1 ,750 vacant houses
• C ontinued the fight agains t illegal s tudent hous ing in many communities  inc luding Stony Brook

In  2017, the  Supervisor  also  announced  that  the  Town is  seeking  s tate  and  federal  ass is tance  to  allow for  the
purchase  of some  abandoned  homes . By  working  with  the  Long  Is land  Hous ing  P artnership  and  the  Long  Is land
Builders  Ins titute, he proposed to rehab and sell some of these homes  at affordable prices  to firs t time homebuyers
and veterans . Money  obtained from the  sale  of these  homes  would then be  placed in a  revolving fund to purchase,
rehab, and sell other former zombie homes  as  affordable hous ing.

Solid Waste Management
A  challenge fac ing Brookhaven, and all  of Long Is land, is  the pending c losure of the Landfill  in s ix  and a half years .
This  should  be  a  wake-up  call  for  the  development  of a  Regional  Solid  Waste  P lan. The  Supervisor  has  made  a
commitment  to  work  with NYS  DEC  and the  other towns  and villages  to  formulate  a  Regional  P lan for solid  was te
disposal for Long Is land.

Public Transportation
Supervisor Romaine s tressed the need for a better, more effic ient mass  transportation sys tem that is  based on 21s t
century technology and coordinated train and bus  routes . He repeated his  call from 2017  to extend the elec trified rail
lines  to P ort Jefferson, Mas tic /Shirley and Yaphank to better accommodate eas tern Long Is land riders . He said, “we
are part of one of the larges t metropolitan areas  in the world. I t is  time for a better transportation sys tem, one based
on 21s t C entury innovation, not 19th C entury technology.”

Property Assessment
The Supervisor pointed out the  work  of the  A ssessor’s  O ffice, which was  able  to  inc rease  the  taxable  value  of the
A ssessment Rolls  for the  las t two years . He indicated that there  has  been a s ignificant dec rease in the  number of
annual grievances  and Small C laims  A ssessment Review P etitions  in the las t two years , which has  resulted in a 61%
decrease  in  the  Town’s  cos t  of  litigation, saving  the  typical  Brookhaven  homeowner  about  $170  in  the  current
2017-18 tax year.

In 2010, the Long Is land P ower A uthority filed a lawsuit agains t the Town of Brookhaven, c laiming that the National
Grid plant in P ort Jefferson, which was  under contrac t to LIPA , was  paying too much in taxes . During his  speech, the
Supervisor announced that the Town has  reached an agreement in princ ipal with LIPA  to settle this  case and avoid
unnecessary cos ts  that would result from continuing this  case. The assessment on the little-used plant will gradually
be  reduced  over  the  next  nine  years , with  a  guarantee  by  LIPA  that  savings  from the  lower  assessment  will  be
returned to the ratepayers  in the form of lower elec tric  bills .

To watch Supervisor Romaine’s  State of the Town address , vis it www.brookhavenny.gov .
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